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HOMEWOOD, Ala. (WIAT) — Construction on a new mixed-use development in west Homewood is swiftly moving along following its initial

proposal in 2023.

The space along Oxmoor Rd. off of I-65 was once home to an Econo Lodge motel. That motel was demolished in October 2023.

Soon the 10,000 square foot construction lot will be home to a retail space and restaurant as well as lofts and townhomes.
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Homewood City Councilor Carlos Aleman said the development project will help revitalize west Homewood.

“The ability to now make that a lively area, this is what the residents said they want and so we’ve been working over 10 years to make this a

reality,” said Aleman. “We want Homewood to be a destination to come and shop and partake in the amenities we have, but also makes it more

valuable for the residents who are already here.”

The project was first presented by Village Creek Developments in 2023 in which Homewood City Council approved.

The new redevelopment is a far different sight than it once was.

“We formerly had the Econo Lodge there and there were some concerns about that in terms of the neighborhood and criminal activity, and just

really an opportunity to revitalize the neighborhood,” said Aleman.

The opportunity is one stirring conversation among residents who live nearby.

“I think it’s certainly better than what we had over there. You know, I think my concern is it’s going to bring a lot more traffic into that area, make

it harder for us to get out of the neighborhood, but, overall, I think it’s probably going to be a good thing for us,” said Homewood resident Don

Little.
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With construction expected to be complete in the summer of 2025, some residents said they are excited to check it out.

“It’s a good area to expand, you know. It hasn’t always been the best, so making it better is always good,” said Homewood resident Darian

Griffin.

Homewood City Engineer Cale Smith said this redevelopment is not a city of Homewood project; it is by a private developer.

The mix use development is estimated to cost $32.5 million.
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